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He gave generously of his knowledge and per-
spective, providing information and analysis to
the Sejm as it developed the institutions, poli-
cies, and procedures so necessary to a vital,
democratic national legislature. During several
missions to Poland, he advised on the estab-
lishment of parliamentary rules and proce-
dures, committee structure and function, and
support services to members, committees, and
party organizations.

In 1996, Dr. Rundquist was appointed a Ful-
bright Professor of Politics at Warsaw Univer-
sity, and also served as a visiting professor at
the Jagiellonian University in Cracow. During
the following two years, he lectured widely and
continued to provide support and analysis for
the Polish Parliament and its members, pro-
viding informal assistance to the Sejm as it
drafted a new constitution, and even advice on
the official translation of the new constitution
into English.

His service to the United States Congress
has continued uninterrupted throughout this
period. His recent projects and publications
have included authoritative studies on guaran-
teeing the continuity of Congress, especially
the House of Representatives, in the event of
terrorist attacks, and ground-breaking analysis
of the Senate power sharing agreement of
2001-2002.

Accompanied by his wife, Ellen, and CRS
colleagues and friends of many years, Dr.
Rundquist was awarded the Order of Merit at
a ceremony held at the Polish Embassy on
September 29. 1 extend my sincere congratu-
lations to this dedicated servant of Congress
and the American people for his many distin-
guished accomplishments.

———

IN HONOR OF GILDA’S CLUB OF
NEW YORK CITY

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Gilda’s Club of New York City,
on the occasion of its 10th anniversary. In
1995, Gilda’s Club opened its doors in honor
of the late Gilda Radner. While most well-
known for her work as a comedienne,
Radner’s legacy carries on in the Club be-
cause of her wish that people living with can-
cer, as she did so bravely, would find a com-
munity with which to talk and seek comfort
while fighting the disease. A festive gala,
“Celebrating Gilda,” will be held on November
4th to mark the success and progress of
Gilda’s Club over the past ten years.

Gilda’s Club, a non-profit organization with
both of its branches located in my Congres-
sional district, was founded upon the premise
that “when cancer happens, it happens to the
entire family,” a message so eloquently con-
veyed by Radner herself. Gilda’s Club is pre-
mised on the belief that while doctors can
treat the physical effects of cancer, the emo-
tional effects of the disease must also be
treated. The Club provides a comprehensive
emotional and social support community for
anyone whose life has been touched by can-
cer in any way, free of charge. Its Basic lll
Plus membership provides programs ranging
from Support and Networking Groups, to edu-
cation in Lectures and Workshops, to a playful
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yet supportive atmosphere for children in
Noogieland, all designed to channel strength,
hope and solidarity to all participants.

The current membership of the Club is
3,615, and the Club has now passed the mile-
stone of 100,000 member visits. An organiza-
tion with a resolute mission, a compassionate
heart, and an intrinsic sense of humor, Gilda’s
Club is a valued asset to the New York com-
munity. Testimonials, such as that of one
member who said that “this club has shined
light and hope into some of the darkest cor-
ners of my life,” coupled with the growing
membership numbers are a clear indication of
the Club’s magnificent achievements. | am de-
lighted to wish Gilda’s Club a joyous and
memorable 10th anniversary celebration, and
to convey my sincere wishes for a thriving and
prosperous second decade.

————

CONGRATULATING DR. LINDA
BUCK

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

MR. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we marvel
at the wonders the Hubble Space Telescope
has brought us. We gaze in amazement at the
images beamed back from a rover on Mars.
As astonishing and inspiring as these discov-
eries are, sometimes you don’t have to go
very far for a major discovery.

In fact, sometimes the wonder is as close
as the nose on your face. We learned that
earlier this week with the announcement that
Dr. Linda Buck from the Fred Hutchinson Can-
cer Research Center had won a Nobel Prize
in Medicine. Dr. Buck and Dr. Richard Axel of
Columbia University will share a Nobel for
their pioneering research on the sense of
smell.

The more we learn about the human body,
the more amazing we know the human body
is.

On behalf of the people in the 7th Congres-
sional District, | want to congratulate Dr. Buck.

This is the third time that the Fred Hutch-
inson Cancer Research Center has been
home to a Nobel laureate. That is an extraor-
dinary achievement in and of itself.

This is a proud moment for Seattle, Fred
Hutch and our distinguished research scientist.

Thank you Dr. Buck for an individual
achievement that we can all share.

———

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL SPINA
BIFIDA AWARENESS MONTH

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 8, 2004

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize that October is National Spina Bifida
Awareness Month and to pay tribute to the
more than 70,000 Americans—and their family
members—who are currently affected by
Spina Bifida—the nation’s most common, per-
manently disabling birth defect. The Spina
Bifida Association of America (SBAA), an or-
ganization that has helped people with Spina
Bifida and their families for over 30 years,
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works every day to prevent and reduce suf-
fering from this devastating birth defect.

The SBAA was founded in 1973 to address
the needs of the individuals and families af-
fected by this disease and is currently the only
national organization solely dedicated to advo-
cating on behalf of the Spina Bifida commu-
nity. As part of its service through almost 60
chapters in more than 125 communities
across the country, the SBAA puts expecting
parents in touch with families who have a child
with Spina Bifida. These families answer ques-
tions and concerns and help guide expecting
parents. The SBAA then works to provide life-
long support and assistance for affected chil-
dren and their families.

Together the SBAA and the West Michigan
Spina Bifida Association, the Spina Bifida As-
sociation of Southeastern Michigan, the Spina
Bifida Association of Upper Michigan, and the
Southwest Michigan Spina Bifida & Hydro-
cephalus Association work tirelessly to help
families meet the challenges and enjoy the re-
wards of raising their child. | would like to ac-
knowledge and thank SBAA and these local
Spina Bifida organizations in Michigan for all
that they have done for the families affected
by this birth defect, especially those living in
my state.

Spina Bifida is a neural tube defect that oc-
curs when the central nervous system does
not properly close during the early stages of
pregnancy. Over 1,500 babies are born with
Spina Bifida each year. There are three dif-
ferent forms of Spina Bifida with the most se-
vere being Myelomeningocele Spina Bifida,
which causes nerve damage and severe dis-
abilities. This severe form of Spina Bifida is di-
agnosed in 96 percent of children born with
this condition. Between 70 to 90 percent of the
children born with Spina Bifida are at risk of
mental retardation when spinal fluid collects
around the brain.

The exact cause of Spina Bifida is not
known, but researchers have concluded that
women of childbearing age who take daily folic
acid supplements reduce their chances of hav-
ing a Spina Bifida pregnancy by up to 75 per-
cent. Progress has been made in educating
women on the importance of consuming folic
acid supplements and maintaining diets rich in
folic acid. Recent data from the Centers for
Disease Control shows an increase in con-
sumption of vitamins with folic acid by 8 per-
cent over 2003. Since the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration decision to fortify enriched grains
with folic acid, CDC has documented a 26
percent decline in these birth defects.

Although this is good news, we will still have
babies born with Spina Bifida who need inten-
sive care and families that need guidance and
support in caring for and raising these chil-
dren. The result of this neural tube defect is
that most babies suffer from a host of phys-
ical, psychological, and educational chal-
lenges, including paralysis, developmental
delay, numerous surgeries, and living with a
shunt in their skulls in an attempt to ease their
condition. Today, approximately 90 percent of
all babies diagnosed with Spina Bifida live into
adulthood, approximately 80 percent have nor-
mal 1Qs, and approximately 75 percent partici-
pate in sports and other recreational activities.
With proper medical care, people who suffer
from Spina Bifida can lead full and productive
lives. However, they must learn how to move
around using braces, crutches or wheelchairs,
and how to function independently. They also



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T10:05:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




